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how much do you know about Barcelona?
Bartomeu and Ona have lived all their lives in Bar-

celona and they are very pleased to be able to show 
their city to their friends, Cèlia and Alim.

As they walk around the city, their heads are full 
of questions. Which way is the Columbus statue point-
ing? How many streets are there in the city? Who was 
“Snowflake”? What is the Mansana de la Discòrdia? 
The four friends’ curiosity will help them find out that 
Barcelona is a much cooler city than they thought.

People from all over the world live in its different 
neighbourhoods. Its history is full of exciting moments, 
like the 1992 Olympic Games, and its artists are ad-
mired all over the world. To see the city with them, 
just carry on reading… There’s one condition, though: 
never stop being curious and asking questions.

So how much do you know about Barcelona?

CÈliaBartomeu and Ona

LET’S TAKE A SELFIE IN FRONT 
OF CANALETES FOUNTAIN? SAY “CHEESE”!
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The Roman Emperor Augustus gave 
permission to build the colony of Barcino, 
which, in time, became the city of Barcelona. 
A temple was built in honour of this emperor 
and some of its columns can still be seen at 
the Centre Excursionista de Catalunya.

CÈlia
Alim

THERE CERTAINLY IS!
THERE ARE THREE COLUMNS

LEFT, WHICH YOU CAN GO
AND SEE

IS THERE A ROMAN
TEMPLE IN BARCELONA?
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HOW MANY NEIGHBOURHOODS DOES BARCELONA HAVE?
The city is divided into districts and each of these is divided 

into neighbourhoods. There are ten districts, in total, and 73 
neighbourhoods. Les Corts is the district with fewest neigh-
bourhoods, as it only has three. Nou Barris, with 13, has most.

WHERE DOES THE NAME “VIA AUGUSTA” COME FROM?

The street name in Barcelona refers to the Roman Via Augusta, 
which was the main communication route in the province of 
Hispania. It ran from the Pyrenees right down to Cadiz, skirting the 
Mediterranean Sea. Of course, it passed through Roman Barcino, 
now Barcelona. 

Sarrià – Sant Gervasi

Les Corts

Sants – MontjuÏc

Eixample

Sant Martí

Sant Andreu

Nou Barris

Horta – Guinardó

Gràcia

Ciutat Vella
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ARE THERE LOTS
OF OLD PEOPLE IN

CIUTAT VELLA?

Sant Andreu

NO! “VELLA” MEANS OLD,
BUT IT REFERS TO THE HISTORY

OF THE DISTRICT, NOT THE PEOPLE 
WHO LIVE THERE!

WHY DO SOME NEIGHBOURHOODS SEEM LIKE VILLAGES?

Because once upon a time they were villages! Some 
neighbourhoods in Barcelona, like Gràcia, Sants and 
Sarrià, were separate places until they were incorporated 
into the city at the end of the 19th century. People from 
Barcelona used to go to spend their summers there.

Until the mid-19th century, this district was 
the whole city, surrounded by walls. Today, 
fragments of these old walls can still be seen.
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WHY DO WE BECOME “QUEENS”
WHEN WE GO TO THE MARKET?

You can find all kinds of food in Barcelona’s 39 mar-
kets, and lots of nice people. In the city’s markets you 
can buy fresh fish, top-quality meat and tasty fruit.

The stallholders are very friendly and they use en-
dearments when talking to their customers, the way mar-
ket traders in other countries might call them “love” or 
“darling”. Here, they’re most likely to call you “reina”, 
which means “queen”. So any girl can pretend she’s a 
queen when she goes to the market.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
DISH FROM BARCELONA, REINA? 

BREAD WITH TOMATO, JUICY RICE, 
SAUSAGE WITH BEANS…?

BEFORE SHE CAN ANSWER
THAT QUESTION, SHE’LL HAVE

TO TRY THEM ALL.
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“GOT” OR “NEED”?

There are lots of markets in Barcelona. Some of them are very busy, like La Bo-
queria and Santa Caterina. But Sant Antoni is the only one where you can find 
second-hand books and swap collectable cards or stickers. On Sundays, collectors of all 
kinds meet up all asking the same question: “Got or need?”.

There’s no need to leave Barcelona. The city is open to the whole world and that 
shows in its cuisine. Here, you’ll find restaurants from lots of different cultures: Chinese, 
but also Italian, Japanese, Syrian, Mexican and many more. There are also shops where 
you can buy the ingredients and cook them at home. What do you feel like eating?

DO I HAVE TO GO TO CHINA TO TRY CHOW MEIN AND SPRING ROLLS?
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Visiting Barcelona

How much do you know about 
Barcelona?
p. 6

Temple of Augustus

Great Hall (Royal Palace)

How many neighbourhoods does 
Barcelona have?  
p. 8
Old Roman wall
Barcino sculpture by Joan Brossa
La Granota fountain
Bellesguard tower
Baron’s tower

Why do we become “queens” when 
we go to the market? 
p. 10
La Boqueria market
Santa Caterina market
Sant Antoni market

Is the City Hall the only important 
building in Plaça de Sant Jaume? 
p. 12
Barcelona City Hall
The Palau de la Generalitat

Why does Saint Eulalia cry? 
p. 14
Basílica de la Mercè
Gràcia Town Hall
La Torratxa in Gràcia

Are there fishermen in Barcelona? 
p. 16
Word Trade Center
Royal Shipyards
Clock tower
Fish by Frank Gehry
Monument to Columbus
W Barcelona, Vela Hotel
Arts Hotel
Mapfre Tower

What does Botero’s cat eat? 
p. 18
Rótulos Roura owl
Mammoth in Ciutadella Park
Cat by Botero
Three Dragons Castle

Why are there such smart buildings 
in Passeig de Gràcia? 
p. 20
The Batlló house
The Bonet house
The Amatller house
The Lleó Morera house
The Mulleras house

Which is the favourite form of 
transport?
p. 22
Cable car
Montjuïc Castle

Why does La Rambla run downhill? 
p. 24
Plaça Reial
Canaletes Fountain
Liceu Theatre
The dragon from the Bruno Cuadros house

Which cats did Picasso love? 
p. 26
Els 4 Gats
Woman and Bird
Tàpies Foundation
The Matches by Claes Oldenburg
National Art Museum of Catalonia

Why is Barça more than a club? 
p. 28
Lluís Companys Olympic Stadium
Olympic flame
Camp Nou stadium

Why does everyone take photos in 
Barcelona? 
p. 30
Plaça Prim
Can Ricart
Can Saladrigas

Are we friends forever? 
p. 32
Palau de la Música Catalana
Monument to Josep Anselm Clavé 
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Who was Antoni Gaudí? 
p. 34
Sagrada Família
Güell Park
La Pedrera

Are there eggs that dance?
p. 36
Santa Creu cathedral
Santa Maria del Mar
Santa Maria del Pi 
Santa Llúcia market
Fossar de les Moreres

Where does the name Eixample 
come from? 
p. 38
Les Punxes house
Church of La Concepció
Cinc d’Oros obelisk

How many streets are there in 
Barcelona? 
p. 40
Guinardó market
Passatge de la Pau
Forum Centre – Hospital del Mar

Can you see the stars in 
Barcelona? 
p. 42
Tibidabo amusement park
Expiatory church of the Sagrat Cor de Jesús
Fabra Observatory
Bunkers at Carmel
Maze at Horta
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